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Note to Parents
Mazel Tov on your upcoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah! You are
embarking on one of the most significant family religious
journeys of your life. This is a time of great emotional
outpouring, sometimes fraught with anxiety, always filled with
love and joy. Those emotions are, of course, experienced
to the greatest degree by the immediate family, but are a
source of much pride to the entire Synagogue Family as well.
Each of our B’nai Mitzvah is a living symbol of the fact that our
heritage is being passed on to another generation—L’dor
Vador!

The B’nai Mitzvah culmination occurs as part of our scheduled Shabbat services on
Saturday (unless special arrangements have been made). The following guidelines have
been assembled to assist you in preparing for your simcha and to heighten your
awareness of the meaning of the service. This informational booklet is designed to inform
you of the many details involved in planning your celebration. It contains most of the
information you will need to feel secure in your preparations. If you have further
questions, please feel free to contact our B'nai Mitzvah Teacher and Program
Coordinator, Shira Fox, or any of our clergy here at KI.

We are honored and delighted to serve you at any time and to be available to help
guide you in making this transformational time in your family’s life as satisfying and
spiritually meaningful as possible.

B’shalom,

Chayim Frenkel Steven Carr Reuben, Ph.D.
Cantor Senior Rabbi
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This is a Synagogue/Community Event
The Bar/Bat Mitzvah is not a private affair. All Shabbat services are synagogue events, open to
the community. Our synagogue is a thriving spiritual home and often requires the scheduling of
more than one event at the same time. If another event is scheduled on the day of your Bar/Bat
Mitzvah that is expected to draw an unusually large crowd, you will be notified.

We encourage your child to invite his or her entire
Religious School class (unless enrolled in Jewish Day
School) to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah service and
celebration. Not only is it a mitzvah opportunity for
your child to include even those who are not close
friends in this important Jewish moment, but it
demonstrates sensitivity to the feelings of those who
would otherwise be left out.

When all is said and done, both service and party
are part of the same special experience in the life of your child and family. Both need to reflect
the sense of Jewish tradition, as well as taste and appropriateness, in keeping with the spirit of
the occasion. If you have questions in this regard, please feel free to speak with any of the
clergy.

Sanctuary Camera
In an effort to provide the most inclusive spiritual environment, KI offers live video streaming of
our Shabbat services and special programs through our website, www.kehillatisrael.org. Your
child’s services will be streamed live mainly as a service to those who are not able to join us
physically and those who are considering becoming part of our synagogue community. If your
family has special circumstances that present issues concerning this release, please discuss them
with the clergy members participating in your child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah service.


